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latter having forbidden him to leave the court on
any pretext while hostilities lasted. Such a failure
in the observance of his wishes was unpardonable,
and Louis relieved Chatillon of his position as tutor
and exiled him in disgrace to his own estates. The
Dauphin and the Princesses returned to Versailles
after a cold farewell.

Richelieu succeeded in insinuating himself into
the king's good graces and tried to revive a con-
fidence he thought forever lost; he also worked
for Mme de Chateauroux* recall; for this seemed
essential for the maintenance of his own influence.

Louis XV was sad at his adored mistress'
absence and suffered at the thought of the insults
she had endured; he hoped to be able to make
compensation by wiping away every trace of them.
Indifferent to the queen, he spoke less and less to
her, avoiding her and always looking for a pretext
for getting away from her. Deciding to rejoin the
army as it passed through Saverne and Strasbourg
he refused Marie Leczinska's company, and con-
sented to stay a few days "with his parents-in-law^
treating her disdainfully and distantly. So she
returned to Versailles broken-hearted; she had been
deeply wounded and her cup of bitterness and
grief was full. It was only stoic resignation that
enabled her to bear the events that were to follow.

On zoth October 1744 Louis arrived at Stras-
bourg, and the streets were filled with unusual noise
and festivity. In his Memoirs Valfons writes: